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Hartmut KUHNE (Berlin)

TALL SEH HAMAD - THE ASSYRIAN CITY OF DUR-KATLIMMU:
A HISTORIC-GEOGRAPHICAL APPROACH

I. Geographical and Historical Setting

Tall Seh Hamad is situated in northeastern Syria (fig. 1), 70 km north-north-east
of the provincial centre of Deir az-Zor on the east bank of the Lower Habar, only
about 40 km west of the Iraqi border. The Habdr is the largest perennial tributary
of the Euphrates, rising at the Syrian-Turkish border and taking a southeastern
course initially before it is forced to turn south by a ridge of the volcano Kaukab
near the provincial centre of Hasaka. On its further way south, the river crosses
the dry-farming-belt, south of which subsistence relies entirely on irrigation and
pastoralism. Tall Seh Hamad / Dur-Katlimmu lies about 80 km south of that line.

The site of Tall Seh Hamad / Dar-Katlimmu (fig. 2) is situated on an outcrop of
the river terrace, hereby protecting any settlement from flooding while at the
same time being near its waters. This seems to have been one major reason why
the place was originally chosen for settlement. The settlement of the site (fig. 3)
began as early as the Late Uruk Period and continued throughout the Early
Bronze Age, at that time apparently not covering more than the bare nucleus of
the Tall. The first enlargement occurred in the Middle Bronze Age when a lower
town (I) in the east was added to what then became the citadel, both being sur-
rounded by a fortification wall. This configuration covered an area of about 15
hectares and continued to exist throughout the Late Bronze Age into the early
Iron Age. During the 8th century, the area of the intramural settlement was en-
larged by almost a factor of four to about 55 hectares by adding a newly founded
lower town (II) in the northeast of the citadel. In addition, the northern and east-
ern suburban areas were now occupied, thereby doubling the overall settlement
area to about 110 hectares. As can be demonstrated by the results of more recent
excavations, the settlement was reduced to its original configuration of the citadel
and lower town (I) only during the Achaemenid Period, this remaining the area of
occupation during the Hellenistic to late Roman times. In Islamic times, the site
seems to have been uninhabited, except for the last two centuries when it was used
as a burial ground for the transhumant people of the region. Only in about 1960,
two villages were founded; one in the north of the ancient settlement area called
Seh Hamad, and the other to the south, called Garibe, both of them occupying
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some of the ancient settlement area and using the former citadel, lower town (I)
and parts of lower town (II) as a cemetery.

The Assyrian city of Dar-Katlimmu was known to historians ever since the
early days of Assyriology, when H.C. Rawlinson first published the third column
of the so-called “Broken Obelisk” in the British Museum (Grayson 1991:99-105).
This monument is now commonly dated to the Middle-Assyrian king AsSur-bel-
kala of the eleventh century B.C. (1073-1055). The location of the site was dis-
cussed by R. Dussaud (1927:487), J. Seidmann (1935:69) and others, but no scholar
had suspected it to be modern Tall Seh Hamad. This identification was provided
by a chance find of some thirty Middle-Assyrian tablets on a survey of the
“Tiibinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients” in 1977 (Kiihne 1974/1977; idem 1978/79;
Rollig 1978). Excavation began in 1978 and has continued ever since.!

In relation to the Assyrian centres (fig. 1), Dur-Katlimmu is situated on about
the same latitude as the capital AsSur. The distance is about 230 km as the crow
flies, crossing the flat tableland of the Syrian / Iraqi Jezira. This wilderness is usu-
ally thought to be impenetrable because of the lack of water. As was demon-
strated in a study of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(1966), the Jezira is rich in ground water supplies still today and it may be sus-
pected that it was even richer in ancient times. Even today, numerous wells in reg-
ular distances, and more rarely also water holes, provide sufficient water supplies
for anyone who is endeavoring to cross the Jezira. Today, the steppe consists of de-
generated grass and shrub lands receiving around 100 mm of precipitation per an-
num (Frey / Kiirschner 1991). However, in Assyrian times this region was an arte-
misia-steppe (Artemisietum herbae-albae) and the habitat of lions, elephants, and
also ostriches, which have long ceased to exist, and even the numerous herds of
gazelle are extinguished now.

Geographically and politically, the Jezira between ASSur on the Tigris and the
Euphrates south of Kargami$ is what J.N. Postgate (1992:251-2) called ‘Assyria
proper’ (fig. 4).2 AsSur is the only Assyrian capital on the west bank of the Tigris.
It is situated near the point of the Assyrian heartland, close to the dry-farming-
belt. Its natural hinterland was the Jezira and Assyria was essentially a steppe-
borne and steppe-bound empire, as has been demonstrated elsewhere (Kiihne
1997). The newly discovered road station of Tall Umm *Aqrébe east of Tall Seh Ha-

1 Reports are published in a special series called Berichte der Ausgrabung Tall Seh Hamad / Diar-
Katlimmu; in Vol. IV (1996). Of this series an up-to-date bibliography of this interdisciplinary re-
search project can be found.

2 Figure 4 is a re-worked version of the map published in Kiihne 1995. Fig. 2, based on further
studies as well as on the map of E. Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996 Abb. 7 and new evidence from Tall
Sabi Abyad provided by PM.M.G. Akkermans and F.A M. Wiggermann and from Tall Chuera
provided by W. Orthmann and C. Kithne (personal communication).
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mad / Dur-Katlimmu indicates that a direct route connecting the capital of A$§ur
and the provincial centre of Tall Seh Hamad / Dur-Katlimmu (fig. 4) was appar-
ently established during the 13th century B.C. (P. Pfilzner in Bernbeck 1993:92-6
Abb. 10; Kithne 1995: fig. 2; Kiihne 1997). It is quite conceivable that this measure
improved the means of communication as well as the security in the steppe con-
siderably. Thus, the Middle-Assyrian empire was gaining territorial control.

1. Middle-Assyrian Dir-Katlimmu

The Middle-Assyrian period has been investigated by excavations on the western
slope of the Tall .* In a step-trench, 28 levels were distinguished from top to bot-
tom, the lowest being the Middle-Assyrian. Between two modern, but at the be-
ginning of the excavation shut-down irrigation channels an area of about 120 m?
was excavated. A large building was uncovered (fig. 5), arranged polygonally and
apparently consisting of several wings. The area chosen fortunately included one
of them. It consisted of several corridor rooms, from each of which oblong rooms
on either side were accessible. The rooms were used for storage and as workshops.
Three phases of usage were distinguished, the second being dated absolutely by
the Middle-Assyrian archive. This archive had been kept in an upper story and at
the moment of the destruction of the building had fallen down into Room A,
which at that time was filled with sacks of grain (Kithne 1984:166-169). The ar-
chive demonstrated that the building had served as a palace.

The tablets were found in a thick black ash layer, in which they were associated
with numerous jar sealings, animal bones and pottery. Forty-five limu’s date this
assemblage to the Assyrian kings Sulmanu-asaréd I and Tukulti-Ninurta I of the
13th century B.C. A few clay sealings with the impression of a scarab of the Egyp-
tian pharaoh Sethos I may indicate that Dur-Katlimmu was already functioning at
the time of Adad-Nirari I. The foundation of the provincial center maybe associ-
ated with his successor Sulmanu-asared I. After the destruction of phase 2, the
northern part of this wing was not used again. After some lapse of time, the south-
ern part was restored and used throughout most of the 12th century. This has ena-
bled the pottery sequence to be correlated with the absolute chronology (Pfialzner
1995:235-238).

Various groups of texts can be distinguished, such as inventories, ration lists,
lists of workmen and cattle, receipts, records of harvest yields and distribution of
seed corn, loans and contracts (Rollig 1984: 158). No literary texts were found, but

3 Hartmut Kiihne (Hg.). Die Ausgrabungen am Westhang der Zitadelle 1978-1984. Berichte der
Ausgrabung Tall Seh Hamad / Dar-Katlimmu Vol. 2 (in preparation).
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most important is a small group of 35 letters. Among them is at least one royal let-
ter of Tukulti-Ninurta I addressed to a high ranking official of the central govern-
ment, a vizier or sukkal rabiu, by the name of A§§ur-idin, who at the time was re-
siding in Dar-Katlimmu and controlling most of the political affairs in the western
part of the empire. His successor, by the name of Sulmanu-musabsi, had been en-
gaged in a top political affair; it seems that he was in charge of accompanying the
journey of the captured Kassite king Kastilia$ IV after the defeat of Babylon. The
party seems to have been heading to Dar-Katlimmu on a route crossing the Jezira
(Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996:41-43). It may not be accidental, therefore, that two
different seal impressions can be associated with this man: one, on an envelope, in
the typical modelled Middle-Assyrian style (Kiihne 1980a: Nr. 52 = Matthews
1990: no. 361), the other, on a bulla, in a style very similar to that of the second
Kassite group.

From this information, the historical significance of Dir-Katlimmu may be as-
sessed as follows:

— Dar-Katlimmu was the seat of a governor, a bél pahete, and he resided in a
palace. We have no way of knowing how large was the pahutu, the province (Post-
gate 1995), of which he was in charge. However, it seems that the province of Diir-
Katlimmu guarded the southwestern frontier of the empire towards the middle
Euphrates and secured the eastern Jezira between the Tigris and the Habar (fig.
4).

- In contrast to other provincial centers which were also the seat of a governor,
Diur-Katlimmu seems to have functioned as a place of special importance to the
central government. This is demonstrated by high ranking officials of the king
who resided temporarily in Dir-Katlimmu and controlled most of the western
part of the empire. The king himself visited the city at least once, but probably
more often.

1. Dar-Katlimmu During the ‘Dark Ages’

Historians have labelled the time after the death of Tukulti-Ninurta I (1207) down
to the reign of AsSurdan II (932-910) as the ‘Dark Ages’ due to the paucity of
written sources available. According to most scholars, the territory under Assyr-
ian control was reduced to the bare nucleus of Assyria (Moortgat 1950: 400 and
others) except during the reign of Tiglat-Pileser I and AsSur-bél-kala in the 11th
century, who tried to re-establish the limits of the 13th-century empire, but with-
out lasting success (Postgate 1985, 1992).

The archaeological evidence from Dur-Katlimmu mentioned above clearly in-
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dicates that the palace was reused in the 12th century (Pfialzner 1995: 238). No
levels have been excavated which could be attributed to the 11th or 10th centu-
ries. But the mention of Dur-Katlimmu in the ‘Broken Obelisk’ demonstrates that
Daur-Katlimmu did still exist (fig. 6-7). It has been debated whether it survived un-
der Assyrian or Aramaean control. The more recent translation by A.K. Grayson
(1991:102) seems to suggest that AsSur-bél-kala was fighting the Aramaeans at the
city of Dar-Katlimmu. This could imply that Dar-Katlimmu was still under Assyr-
ian control and needed some help against the Aramaeans.

Regional evidence has been missing so far. Newly discovered and already
known cuneiform sources from the Lower Habur indicate that, despite their gen-
eral weakness, the Assyrians still controlled this region (Kiihne 1995, 72-75). New
evidence is provided by the texts from Tall Bderi (Maul 1992) furnishing a hith-
erto unknown local dynasty of Tabéte in the 11th century with an ancestry well
back to the 12th century (fig. 6). Even though their members styled themselves
‘king’ they seem to have been dependent on AsSur (Maul 1992:49-50). Since these
inscriptions were found in a controlled excavation, the associated pottery (MA
IIT) can be considered as having an absolute date. The typological analysis has de-
monstrated that it should be considered an evolution from the latest Middle-As-
syrian (MA Ilc) pottery assemblages from Dar-Katlimmu (Pfilzner 1995:106—
160. 235).

In addition, the well-known inscription of Bel-ere§ (Nassouhi 1927) should be
reconsidered. This text clearly originates from Sadikanni, modern Tall ‘Agaga
(Mahmoud / Kiihne 1993/94), on the western bank of the Habar, about 25 km
south of Tall Bderi. It is dated to the reign of king As§ur-res-isi IT (969-965) but re-
fers to the long reign of king AsSur-rabi II (1010-970). Since Bél-ere$ mentions his
forefathers one might suspect that this local dynasty had been in power for some
time during the 11th century (fig. 6). The character of this local dynasty in relation
to the central Assyrian government is clearly defined by the reference to the two
Assyrian kings, to whom Bél-ere§ announces his subordination.

This evidence provides almost continuous testimony (fig. 6) for the existence of
local dynasties along the Lower Habur from the time after the death of Tukulti-
Ninurta I to the re-establishment of central Assyrian power in the region by the
campaigns of Adad-Nirari II, Tukulti-Ninurta II and A3Surnasirpal II (Kiihne
1980b; Russel 1985; Liverani 1988). These dynasties may have been the descen-
dants of the earlier governors (bél pahete) of the 13th century, who after the death
of Tukulti-Ninurta I gained more independence on account of the weakened
central government — except in the 11th century, during the reigns of Tiglat-Pileser
I and AsSur-bel-kala, when centralization was reinforced and the complete Habur
region returned back under Assyrian control (fig. 7). It may have been due to the
pressure of the Aramaean tribes, especially the ‘Ahlammu’, that these local dynas-
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ties needed Assyrian support to maintain their independence and therefore re-
mained loyal to Assyria. It seems to have been some kind of community of fate
which kept the two parties together. In addition, the existence of the road station
of Tall Umm ‘Aqrébe continued to function for some time during the 12th century.
Only later it was replaced by another centre, Tall Umm ‘Aqrubba (see below). It
does seem therefore that the Lower Habur region and the steppe remained under
Assyrian control during the whole length of the ‘Dark Ages’, while the political
development around it saw the Aramaeans eventually gaining political power and
founding independent city states (fig. 8).

1V. Neo-Assyrian Dir-Katlimmu

During the final third of the 10th century, beginning with the reign of AsSur-dan
11 (934-912), the central Assyrian government regained strength and set out to re-
establish control over ‘Assyria proper’. The change of the political relationship
between the Habiir region and central Assyria is quite well documented by the an-
nals of the Neo-Assyrian kings Adad-nirari II, Tukulti-Ninurta II and AsSurnasir-
pal II (Kiihne 1980; Russell 1985; Liverani 1988). They clearly mark the end of the
independence of the local potentates along the Lower Habar. The character of
these campaigns has been disputed but it seems - in light of our suggestion about
the earlier type of relationship - that they were far from being a conquest but
rather a demonstration of regained power. At the end of this process a huge prov-
ince by the name of Rasappa was established, whose capital is still unknown,* con-
trolling most of the Jezira between AsSur and the Lower Habur.

The archaeological evidence for the 9th century is scanty. Fortunately the exca-
vation of Tall ‘Agaga / Sadikanni has provided some data by the discovery of some
Assyrian styled sculpture (Mahmoud / Kithne 1993/1994). Five pieces are actually
a rediscovery because they had been excavated by A.H. Layard more than a cen-
tury ago (Layard 1853:277). One of the pieces is inscribed, the inscription reading:
“palace of MusSezib-Ninurta, sangii”. As is well known, MuSezib-Ninurta has been
identified with the local dynasty of Sadikanni on the grounds of the inscription on
a cylinder seal, which was found in Sarif Han / Tarbisu, and renders a genealogy
which runs: Musezib-Ninurta, son of Ninurta-Eres§, grandson of Samanuha-Sar-
ilani, sangii (fig. 6). The grandfather is mentioned in the annals of ASSurnasirpal
I1, in the year 883, as being the sangii of Sadikanni and having delivered tribute.
Consequently MuSezib-Ninurta is the third generation of this local dynasty of
Sadikanni. If regarded in relation to Bél-ere§ mentioned above, who ruled over

4 K. Kessler suggests Tall Hadail in Kessler 1987.
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Sadikanni some 80 years before Samanuha-3ar-ilani. it seems to be even more
likely that Sadikanni was ruled continuously by independent but local rulers
throughout the ‘Dark Ages’ (fig. 6), who remained loyal to Assyria. E. Unger
(1953:21) suggests that the seal “was probably removed from its original location
at the captivity of its ‘prince’ (i.e. Musezib-Ninurta) in 808 B.C.” It seems that the
local dynasty came to an end then and Sadikanni became part of an Assyrian
province.

At no other site along the Lower Habar have levels of the 9th century B.C. been
excavated. But further evidence of the material culture of this period is provided
by a surface find from Tall Seh Hamad / Dur-Katlimmu of an orthostat (fig. 9:
Kiihne 1995:77 PLII) which can be compared stylistically to an orthostat from
Room G of the Northwest Palace of AsSurnasirpal II at Nimrud, and therefore
should be dated to his reign (fig. 9). The reconstruction of the scene seems to sug-
gest a seated king, possibly As§Surnasirpal II himself. The style is quite clearly of
imperial workmanship, contrasting sharply with the provincial style of the frag-
mentary stele of Adad-Nirar1 111, which was found by H. Rassam, most probably
at Tall Seh Hamad, more than a century ago (Millard / Tadmor 1973).

The significance of this piece of art lies rather in the fact that it was found at
Dir-Katlimmu, which according to K. Kessler (1987) did not provide either an
Assyrian or a non-Assyrian residence in that period, unlike, for example, Tall
‘Agaga-Sadikanni. One can hardly imagine a building decorated with such sculp-
ture not belonging to an Assyrian residence. Unfortunately, the cuneiform
sources do not mention Dur-Katlimmu as a seat of a governor or as an administra-
tive centre of a province. One is tempted to speculate that it may have been of
some importance to the neighbouring province of Rasappa, which covered most
of the territory which had been controlled by Dur-Katlimmu in Middle-Assyrian
times. Above all, on the other hand, one may conclude that if the scene really de-
picted the king, the place must have been associated with him in some special rela-
tionship (Kiihne 1995:77).

In the Wadi ‘Agig, R. Bernbeck’s period A is roughly contemporary with the
9th century B.C. The road station Tall Umm ‘Aqrébe was revitalized for a short
period (or was it used throughout the earlier centuries?). Two very small settle-
ments adhered to the centre, but do not constitute a settlement system (Bernbeck
1993: 133 Abb. 11).

In clear contrast to the Assyrian efforts to re-establish control over the region,
are the contemporaneous Aramaean city states north and south of Dur-Kat-
limmu, within a distance of 100 km. They are marked by a flourishing culture, es-
pecially the Aramaean state of Bit Bahiani with its capital Tall Halaf / Guzana and
the site of Tall ‘Asara / Terqa to which we owe the stele fashioned in Aramaic/
Late Hittite style but inscribed by the Assyrian king Tukulti-Ninurta II. Unfortu-
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nately, no Iron Age levels have been discovered at Tall ‘ASara so far (personal
communication from O. Rouault). The Assyrian styled works of art from the
Lower Habar clearly underline the Assyrian tradition prevailing in the region,
which would not have existed if the Lower Habir had been dominated by the Ar-
amaeans during the ‘Dark Ages’.

During the 8th century, a remarkable change in the policy of occupation be-
came noticeable (fig. 10). An exact date for its beginning cannot be provided;
however, it seems that it started as early as the beginning of the century, under the
initiative of Adad-Nirari 111 .> As is described mainly in the stelae from Saba’a and
Tall Rimah, the steppe became subjected to a programme of colonization (Weip-
pert 1992). This corresponds well to the results of the ‘Agig-survey, where a settle-
ment system begins to emerge for the first time (Bernbeck 1993:133).

Unfortunately, the Assyrian cuneiform sources for the greater part of the 8th
and of the 7th centuries fail to provide any information about the area of con-
cern. It seems that the region had reached a state of integration within the terri-
torial empire in which everyday life ran along such normal lines that it did not
require any recording. Regional sources, which had been lacking completely, are
now available in small quantity from Dar-Katlimmu but they do not so far fur-
nish any information relevant to the problem. They do not even record the city’s
name.

The archaeological evidence is more informative. Even if still unsatisfactory,
the typological knowledge of the pottery in combination with the results of ar-
chaeological fieldwork is beginning to provide a fairly safe basis of judgement.

For the first time in the occupational history of the Lower Habar (fig. 10), large
parts of the lowest terrace were occupied. Many villages were new foundations,
prompted by the elaboration of the local irrigation system to a regional one on
both banks of the river during the latter part of the 8th century (Ergenzinger /
Kiihne 1991). The canals enlarged by a factor of three the basis of subsistence for
the local population and made sedentary life more secure against the arbitrariness
of climate. Consequently the population grew, the settlements grew and more set-
tlements had to be founded (Kiihne 1994:63). This development is paralleled in
the Wadi ‘Agig. Here also, the population grew considerably (Bernbeck 1993:132
Tab. 68, 136-141). The whole settlement systems seems to have consisted of four
tiers (fig. 10) which were headed by the provincial centre of Tall Seh Hamad / Dar-
Katlimmu. The foundation of new villages seemed to have prompted an upgrad-
ing of existing villages and thus stimulated a process of urbanization (Kiihne
1994). Some of the new villages were clearly situated at crucial points on the irri-
gation systems, such as dams and sluices, and seem to have been specialized in the

5 J.N. Postgate arrived at a similar conclusion from a different starting point, cf. Postgate 1995.
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maintenance of the canals. Needless to say, that the administration of both coloni-
zation and irrigation system had to be established somewhere. It seems that the
city of Dar-Katlimmu served these needs.

As has been mentioned above, the intramural area of settlement of the city of
Dar-Katlimmu was enlarged considerably, almost by a factor of 4, at the end of the
8th century, to about 55 hectares. A new fortification wall of 4 km length enclosed
this metropolis which now consisted of the citadel, lower town I, and lower town
I1. The continuing excavation in lower town II had uncovered some 45,000 m? by
the end of the 1995 season. The lesson learned from this effort seems to be quite
clear: this lower town II was not the domestic area for the growing population, as
anticipated prior to excavation. Rather, it was designed to serve the needs of the
increased administration and bureaucracy as well as the residence and representa-
tion of the high officials. The buildings were arranged in large clusters, separated
from each other by wide streets and large open areas.

Two areas of the lower town 1I have been under excavation since 1984, one in
the northeast corner (fig. 11), the other in the central part (fig. 12). In the north-
east corner, a palace (fig. 11) was uncovered which was dated by eponyms to the
7th century; within this building Assyrian and Aramaean written tablets were
found at several places (Kithne 1989/90:310). The ground plan of the palace is very
similar to the one of Arslan Tas, consisting of a combination of the Assyrian pal-
ace scheme with the Aramaic bit hilani-type (Kiihne 1993/94: 267-270). To con-
clude from the small finds and pottery so far discovered in the rooms, they seem
to have been fairly well equipped (Kiihne 1984:173 Abb. 67).

In the central part, four Assyrian houses (fig. 12) were excavated, in plan very
similar to houses from AsSur. As E. Heinrich (1984:167) suggested, they should be
interpreted as residences of high officials. All of them are equipped with a recep-
tion hall and a number of utility rooms, a bathroom, a kitchen, storerooms, and liv-
ing rooms. The reception hall of the largest house was decorated with wall paint-
ings (fig. 14-15).

V. Post-Assyrian Dir-Katlimmu

The historical record (Dalley 1993) does not provide any information about the
fate of the Lower Habur region during the final days of the Assyrian Empire. Ne-
bopolasser reports in his chronicles that after having conquered the capital Ni-
neveh in the year 612 together with the Median king Kyaxares, he marched on to
the Upper Habur, to Nusaibin/Nasibina. On his way, he plundered the province of
Rasappa (Rollig 1993, 131). He does not record any details and we are left guess-
ing whether the Lower Habur area submitted voluntarily or not. In any case, the
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year 612 marks the final stages of Assyrian domination and administration of the
Lower Habuar region.

Post-Assyrian Dur-Katlimmu has emerged from the seasons of excavation be-
tween 1992 and 1995. Previously, the archaeological record had indicated levels
which — according to the typology of their finds — had to be associated with the ul-
timate Assyrian or even Post-Assyrian Period. This rather vague notion was set on
firm grounds with the somewhat sensational discovery of four cuneiform tablets
which were written in Assyrian but dated to the years 2 and 5 of the Babylonian
king Nebuchadnezzar II (Kiihne, Postgate, Réllig, Brinkman, Fales 1993). This
has launched a complete new chapter of the history of Tall Seh Hamad / Dur-Kat-
limmu.

The tablets were found in the northwestern corner Room XX (fig. 13) of a
building which had been founded on the ruins of one of the Assyrian residences
(Kiihne 1993:76-81). Up to the end of the season of 1995, 4,500 m? of this building
have been excavated; it seems to have functioned as a palace and it was labelled
the ‘Red House’ because the walls of many rooms were partly covered with a red
wash (fig. 13). The former Assyrian residences (fig. 12) to the west of this palace,
parts of which had been destroyed by fire, were reused by the new complex. Re-
evaluating other excavation data, it is quite certain that at this time the whole of
lower town II was reoccupied. As the dates of the tablets confirm, this establish-
ment was loyal to the Babylonian king but its officials were Assyrians, writing As-
syrian on clay tablets and adding Aramaean postscripts as in former Assyrian
days. The stratigraphic evidence confirms that the former city of Dur-Katlimmu —
there are indications that the city’s name may have been changed — went on exist-
ing unreduced in size throughout the Late Babylonian Period.

The results of the seasons of 1993-1995 indicated that some parts of the ‘Red
House’ belonged to the earlier Assyrian architecture and had been incorporated
into the new building. It is as yet uncertain which particular walls or rooms belong
to this phase of reusage. In one of these rooms, a small archive of 31 heart-shaped
Aramaic inscribed *dockets’ was discovered in 1995. They contained a number of
Assyrian limu’s, all belonging to the post-canonical phase of the Assyrian empire,
adding to the evidence of the small archive which was found in 1986 in the north-
east-corner (Kiihne 1989/90:310). But the date of the tablets described above
clearly puts the main occupation period of the ‘Red House’ into the 6th century
B.C., during the late Babylonian empire.

The ‘Red House’ was destroyed by a conflagration. Some separate units were
reused after the destruction. In one of these units three Aramaic ostraca were dis-
covered in a stratified deposit dated on epigraphic grounds to the Sth or 4th cen-
tury B.C. This archaeological record corresponds to isolated units in the northeast
corner of lower town 11, also dated by written documents. It seems, therefore, that
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during the Achaemenid Period the lower town was given up and occupied only by
isolated houses, possibly a kind of ‘squatter’ occupation. The settlement was re-
duced to its original configuration of the citadel and lower town I. This town con-
tinued to exist until the end of the Roman Period.
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1. Sites of the Habir Survey:

01 T.Gubn

07 T. Fidén

09 T. Abi H&%it
13 T. Suwar

15 T. Husén

16 T. $&h Hamad
17 Hirbat al-Humra
19 T. Margada

20 T. Asamsani
21 T. Namliya

27 T.Fadfami

33 T.Brik

34 T. Kn&dig

35 T.Saddada

36 T.°Agiga

37 T. Ta>ban

38 T. Tnénir

39 T. Ahmar

40 T. Ahmar-Mitte
41 T. Ahmar-Nord
43 T.<Adla

46 T. Garmiz

47 T.Bahza

48 Hirbat al-Bahza
50 T. Aba Hamda
51 T.Magbara “Agiga
58 T. Ragman

60 T. Madnaqa

61 T.3&p ©Otman
63 T.Hasna

64 T. Matariya

65 T.Bderi

71 T. Abd Amiah
72 T.Rad Saqra
73 T.Kerma

75 T.Dahab

76 T. Maraza

77 T. Abt Bakr
85 Hirbat al Banat
88 T. Mulla Matar
94 T. Naga

97 T.Bwéd

102 T. Nahhab-Sid
103 T.'Nahhab-Ost
104 T. Knédig-Nord
105 T. Dagaga

107 T. Dgérat
109 T. Guweran

111 T. Madnaga-West
112 T. Flati

113 T. Magbara Rl&ii
115 T. Hasaka

123 T. Magbara ‘Agaga-Siid-II
124 Yirbat Gamal
125 T. Krah

126 T. Tayara-Nord
127 T. Tayara-Siid
134 Gilb al-Adad
135 Gedad

136 T. Gariba |

2. Sites of the ‘Agig Survev (A #):

1 Abd Suwel

4 Tall Umm ¢Agrébe
5 Umm “Aqrébe 11

6 Umm “Aqrébe IIT

7 Umm “Aqrébe IV

8 Umm ¢Aqrébe V

9 Umm “Aqrébe VI

A 10 Umm Agrébe VII
A 11 Umm cAgrébe VIII
A 12 Umm ¢Agrébe IX

A 13 Umm cAqrébe X

A 15 Tall Umm cAgrubba
A 16 Umm “Aqrubba-Siid
A 18 Qaret Umm cAqrubba I
A 19 Qadir an-Na$mi

A 20 cAnaist e$-Sarqi [

A 21 <Anait es-Sarqi I1
A 23 <Anaiat e3-Sargi IV
A 24 <Anaift e3-Sargi V
A 25 Dahr “Anaiat

A 26 Hod Hiam

A 27 Gilib el Haggi <Obad
A 29 Mhalat Gdeide

A 30 Miqa ed-Dabawiya
A 31 Meshadaniyal

A 35 Giltb es-Siysh

A 36 Giltb el tAmah

A 37 Giltb el <Abnd

A 38 Abo Kitahal

A 39 Abi Kitaha II

A 40/4] cAuag VI

A 42 cAuag Il

> 2>

Key to Fig. 10
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